Wha\is claimed is. 

5. An smparatus for guiding sutures through a membrane wall near the edge region of an 
opening comprising: 

a sumre-feed part, a suture-clamping part, and a suture-accommodating part, said 
5 suture-feed pane suture-clamping part, and suture-accommodating part being arranged 
one behind the other along a common longitudinal axis at a distal arrangement end, said 
suture-feed part, suture-clamping part, and suture-accommodating part being rotatable 
relative to one anothenabout said common longitudinal axis; 

said suture-feed piut, provided at said distal arrangement end and being connected 
10 by an inner sleeve to a firsAptary adjustment part provided at a proximal arrangement 
end; \ 

said suture-clamping pambeing connected to an outer sleeve, said outer sleeve 
being enclosed by said inner sleevk and wherein said outer sleeve being connected to a 
second rotary adjustment part, said second rotary adjustment part being at a 
15 predetermined distance from said firstVotary adjustment part and from said distal 
arrangement end; \ 

said suture-accommodating part being in adjacent relation to said suture-clamping 
part, said suture-accommodating part being connected to a third rotary adjustment part, 
said third rotary adjustment part being adjacently connected to said second rotary 
20 adjustment part; and \ 

two spring devices, one of said spring devices located between said first rotary 
adjustment part and said second rotary adjustment pW the other of said spring devices 



located between said second rotary adjustment part and said third rotary adjustment part, 
whereby said spring devices force said rotary adjustment parts away from one another. 
6. An apparatus for guiding sutures through a membrane wall near the edge region of an 
opening comprising: \ 

a suture-feed part, a suture-clamping part, and a suture-accommodating part, said 
suture-feed part, suture-clamping part, and suture-accommodating part being arranged 
behind the other along a commonMongitudinal axis at a distal arrangement end, said 
suture-feed part, suture-clamping pkrt, and suture-accommodating part being rotatable 
relative to one another about said common longitudinal axis; 

said suture-feed part, provided at said distal arrangement end being connect by an 
inner sleeve to a first rotary adjustment part provided at a proximal arrangement end; 

said suture-clamping part being connected to an outer sleeve, said outer sleeve 
being enclosed by said inner sleeve, and wherein said outer sleeve being connected to a 
second rotary adjustment part, said rotary adjustment part being at a predetermined 
distance from said first rotary adjustment part and ffom said distal arrangement end; 

said suture-accommodating part being in adjacent relation to said suture-clamping 
part, said suture-accommodating part being connected tb a third rotary adjustment part, 
said third rotary adjustment part being adjacently connected to said second rotary 
adjustment part, said second and said third rotary adjustmenftparts being coupled to one 
another in the direction of said common longitudinal axis; \ 

said outer sleeve, having a proximal end and an edge between said first and 
second rotary adjustment parts, said outer sleeve, being connected tossaid second rotary 
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adjustment part, is displaced relative to said second rotary adjustment part in the direction 
of said common longitudinal axis and at said proximal end; and 

two spring devices, located between said edge and respectively adjacent sides of 
said first and second rotary adjustment parts, whereby said spring devices force said 
5 rotary adjustment parts away from one another. 

7. The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein said two spring devices are compression 
springs. \ 

8. The apparatus as claimeavin claim 6, wherein said two spring devices are compression 
springs. \ 
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